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Overall Assessment = agree 
Awareness: N   Position: N   Vision: N 

Voice at the Table: A    Effectiveness: A   Comportment: A
Liz Watson (D), House District 9 

Jim Harper (D), Secretary of State 

Matt Pierce (D), In House D61 

Overall Assessment = neutral 
Awareness:  D  Position:  N   Vision:  N 

Voice at the Table:  N   Effectiveness:  N    Comportment:  N

Thomasina Marsili (D), In House D46 

Overall Assessment = Agree 
Awareness:  A   Position:  A   Vision: A 

Voice at the Table:  SA  Effectiveness:  N   Comportment: A

Jared Stancombe (D), IN House D65 

Overall Assessment = Agree 
Awareness: A   Position: A   Vision: A 

Voice at the Table:  A  Effectiveness:  A   Comportment: A

Penny Githens (D), IN House D60 

Overall Assessment = Neutral 
Awareness: D    Position: N   Vision: N 

Voice at the Table:  N   Effectiveness:  N   Comportment: N

Erika Oliphant (D), County Prosecutor 

Overall Assessment  = Agree 
Awareness: A   Position:  A   Vision: A 

Voice at the Table:  SA  Effectiveness:  A  Comportment: SA

Eric Schmitz (D), County Recorder 

Overall Assessment = Neutral 
Awareness:  N   Position:   NA   Vision:  A 

Voice at the Table:  N  Effectiveness:  A  Comportment:  N

Overall Assessment = Agree 
Awareness:  SA   Position:  A  Vision: A 

Voice at the Table:  A  Effectiveness:  A   Comportment: A

Overall Assessment = Neutral 
Awareness: D   Position: N    Vision: D 

Voice at the Table:  N   Effectiveness: N    Comportment: N
Lee Jones (D), County Commissioner 

#BlackLivesMatter Bloomington 

2018 Midterm Voter's Guide 
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We based our grades on 6 value statements, referenced in the boxes below. Please visit our website to 
read these statements in full. 

assessment Breakdown: 
Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Neutral (N), Disagree (D), Strongly Disagree (SD) & Not Applicable (NA) 

In September 2018, midterm candidates received a questionnaire covering issues vitally important to the black community’s health 
and well-being. Black Lives Matter has evaluated and rated each candidate’s responses for voters. We also considered participation 
in "A Seat at the Table: Midterm Candidate Discussions" and candidate backgrounds. Full responses from all candidates are available 

on our website. These scores are provided to voters for informational purposes. Black Lives Matter does NOT endorse specific 
candidates.  

Please visit blm.btown-in.org to read the full candidate responses to our questionnaire, see 

videos of BLM's "A Seat at the Table" round-table discussions with some of the candidates, 

guidelines on our grading, and our statements on candidate participation. 
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Ann Boehm (R) County Council D1 

Kate Wiltz (D) County Council D2 

Overall Assessment = Neutral 
Awareness:  N   Position:  A   Vision:  N 

Voice at the Table:   N   Effectiveness:   N  Comportment:  A

Overall Assessment = Disagree 
Awareness:  D  Position:  D   Vision:  SD 

Voice at the Table:   D   Effectiveness:  D   Comportment:  D
Ann Collins (R), County Council D2 

Ashley Pirani (D), County Council D3 

Shelli Yoder (D) County Council D1 

Nicole Browne (D), County Clerk 
Overall Assessment = Strongly Agree 

Awareness:  A  Position: NA    Vision: SA 
Voice at the Table:  SA   Effectiveness: SA    Comportment: A

Overall Assessment = Strongly Agree 
Awareness:  SA    Position:  A    Vision:  A 

Voice at the Table:  SA   Effectiveness:  A  Comportment: SA

Overall Assessment = Disagree 
Awareness:  D   Position:  D   Vision:  N 

Voice at the Table:  N  Effectiveness: D   Comportment: D

Overall Assessment = Neutral 
Awareness:  N   Position:  N   Vision:  N 

Voice at the Table:  N    Effectiveness:   N   Comportment: N

#BlackLivesMatter Bloomington 

2018 Midterm Voter's Guide Continued 
We based our grades on 6 value statements, referenced in the boxes below. Please visit our website to 

read these statements in full. 
assessment Breakdown: 

Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Neutral (N), Disagree (D), Strongly Disagree (SD) & Not Applicable (NA)

2 of 3 

Candidates that Did Not Reply: 

BLM’s “A Seat at the Table” and Voter’s Guide are 

revolutionary means of advocating for our 

community. Candidates espousing inclusionary 

beliefs and policies were particularly obligated to 

engage and listen to the concerns of all 

community members. Those who did not reply 

displayed a disregard for marginalized voters and 

the community at large. 

 

Mike Braun, Trey Hollingsworth, Jeff Ellington, 

Brad Swain, Larry Barker, Eric Spoonmore, Marty 

Hawk, Peggy Mayfield 

 

Though Trey Hollingsworth did not respond to our 

invitations, we nevertheless feel it is important to 

mention that #BLM strongly opposes his positions 

on immigration, healthcare, women’s reproductive 

rights, and firearm regulations. 

 

Candidates that Replied But Declined: 

While BLM appreciates receiving the responses 

from candidates who declined to participate, we 

would hope that, in the future, they will fully 

engage by attending events sponsored by people 

of color and answering questions related to issues 

affecting marginalized groups. 

Joe Donnelly, Amy Swain, Judith Sharp, Connie 

Lawson 

 

Jacob Franklin, candidate for County Clerk, 

withdrew his confirmed participation in "A Seat at 

the Table" days before the event. He then used an 

immaterial statement made at the event by 

County Clerk Nicole Browne as the basis for a 

smear campaign against a woman of color that 

BLM adamantly denounces. Please see our 

Facebook  page for a full statement:  

www.facebook.com/blacklivesmatterbtown 

 

https://blm.btown-in.org/midterm-voter-guide.html


Overall Assessment = Agree 
Awareness:  A  Position:  NA    Vision:  A 

Voice at the Table:  A  Effectiveness:  A   Comportment:  A

Christine Talley-Haseman (D), 
Judge 10th Mo. Co. Circuit Court, 
Seat 2

Overall Assessment = Agree 

Awareness:   A  Position:  NA   Vision:  A 
Voice at the Table:  A   Effectiveness:  N  Comportment:   A

Catherine Stafford (D), Judge 10th 
Mo. Co. Circuit Court, Seat 3

Overall Assessment = Neutral 
Awareness:  N    Position:  NA   Vision:  N 

Voice at the Table:  N   Effectiveness:  N   Comportment:  N

Darcie Fawcett (D), Judge 10th Mo. 
Co. Circuit Court, Seat 8

Judicial Canons of Ethics limit what judicial candidates can say regarding issues that may 

come before the candidate as a judge on the bench, and therefore some of our questions 

could not be answered by the Judicial Candidates. 

BLM 2018 midterm Voter's guide does not

cover candidates for the Township Trustees, Township

Board Members, or the MCCSC School Board election. 

Questions on the Ballot : 

 Should Indiana Supreme Court Justice Geoffery Slaughter & Indiana 

2nd district Court of Appeals Judge Robert Altice retain their positions.  

 

Relevant Information: 

Both judges are appointees of former Indiana Governor Mike Pence.  

#BlackLivesMatter Bloomington 

2018 Midterm Voter's Guide Continued 
We based our grades on 6 value statements, referenced in the boxes below. Please visit our website to 

read these statements in full. 
assessment Breakdown: 

Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Neutral (N), Disagree (D), Strongly Disagree (SD) & Not Applicable (NA)
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Please visit blm.btown-in.org to read the full candidate responses to our questionnaire, see 

videos of BLM's "A Seat at the Table" round-table discussions with some of the candidates, 

guidelines on our grading, and more information for voters.
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